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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-9, filed2/03/2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-4 and 6 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Ono et al. US 2002/01 14017. 

2. Applicant states that the prior art reference of Garakani et al. US 2002/00651 68 
fails to teach or suggest transitioning into facsimile processing mode. Examiner agrees 
with Applicant. Ono et al. teaches of processing facsimile signals (page 1 , paragraph 
0002), which suggests a facsimile processing mode. Applicant also states that the prior 
art reference of Garakani et al. fails to teach or suggest "and if the CM call function is 
the facsimile CM signal, preparing the originating modem to support a V.34 facsimile 
protocol" and "transitioning said originating gateway to the V.34 facsimile relay 
processing mode of operation when a facsimile relay indication is received from said 
answering modem". Examiner agrees with Applicant. Ono et al. teaches of using a 
V.34 conventional modem when a using a V.8 signal (page 8, paragraph 0107) and 
transitioning to a V.34 communication when a fax signal is detected on the calling side 
(page 8, paragraph 0107), which would suggest that "if the CM call function is the 
facsimile CM signal, preparing the originating modem to support a V.34 facsimile 
protocol" and "transitioning said originating gateway to the V.34 facsimile relay 
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processing mode of operation when a facsimile relay indication is received from said 
answering modem". Claims1-4 and 6 are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Regarding claim 6, Claim 6 recites executing the steps of a claim 1 1 that does 
not exist. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ono et 



al. US 2002/0114017. 
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8. Regarding claim 1 , Ono et al. discloses a method of discriminating voice, data 
and facsimile calls communicated through a voice-over-packet network (page 
4,paragraph 0060 and page 7, paragraph 0075 and page 8, paragraphs 0097,0098 and 
0104). He also discloses identifying the existence of an answer signal (ANS) or a 
modified answer signal (ANSam) communicated between an answering modem and an 
originating modem over said packet (page 8, paragraphs 0098 and 0104). 

9. Regarding claim 2, Ono et al. discloses of generating an ANS tone according to 
the protocols of said originating modem, using an originating-side gateway, when said 
existence of said ANS signal is identified by said answering-side gateway; generating 
an ANSam tone according to the protocols of said originating mode, using said 
originating-side gateway, when said existence of said ANSam signal is identified by said 
answering-side gateway (page 8,paragraph 0107). 

10. Regarding claim 3, Ono et al. discloses enabling a V.8 call menu signal (CM) 
detector after said existence of either of said ANS or ANSam signals is identified by said 
originating gateway (page 4,paragraph 0060). Ono et al. discloses transitioning said 
originating gateway from a voice mode of operation to a G.71 1 pass-through mode of 
operation after said existence of either of said ANS or ANSam signals is identified by 
said originating gateway (page 6,paragraph 0069). Ono et al. discloses if the originating 
gateway detects a V.8 CM signal prior to expiration of the ANS or ANSam signals, then 
identifying, by the originating gateway, the CM call function as either a data modem CM 
signal from the originating modem or a facsimile CM signal from the originating modem 
(page 4,paragraph 0060 and 0061). Ono et al. discloses identifying, by the originating 
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gateway, the CM call function as either a data modem CM signal from the originating 
modem or a facsimile CM signal from the originating modem (page 4,paragraph 0061). 
Ono et al. discloses if the CM call function is the data modem CM signal, transitioning 
the originating gateway into an LLMR processing state if the CM call function is the data 
modem CM signal; and if the CM call function is the facsimile CM signal, preparing the 
originating modem to support a V.34 facsimile protocol and transitioning the originating 
gateway to support the V.34 facsimile protocol in one of the G.71 1 pass-through mode 
and a V.34 facsimile relay mode (page 4,paragraph 0061,0062 and page 6,paragraph 
0068 and 0069 and page 8,paragraph 0107). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ono et al. 
US 2002/01 14017 in view of Garakani et al. US 2002/0064168. 

1 . Regarding claim 4, Ono et al. discloses the steps of if the originating gateway 
detects a V.8 CM signal subsequent to expiration of the ANS or ANSam signals (page 
4, paragraph 0060). Ono et al. discloses transitioning said originating gateway to the 
V.34 facsimile relay processing mode of operation when a facsimile relay indication is 
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received from said answering modem over said packet network (page 8, paragraph 
0107). 

2. Ono et al. fails to teach of identifying, by the originating gateway, the termination 
of the communication of said ANS or said ANSam signal; terminating said generation of 
said ANS or ANSam tone when said termination of the communication of said ANS or 
said ANSam signal is identified; and disabling said CM detector when said termination 
of the communication of said ANS or said ANSam signal is identified 

3. Garakani et al. discloses identifying, by the originating gateway, the termination 
of the communication of said ANS or said ANSam signal; terminating said generation of 
said ANS or ANSam tone when said termination of the communication of said ANS or 
said ANSam signal is identified; and disabling said CM detector when said termination 
of the communication of said ANS or said ANSam signal is identified (page 4, paragraph 
0063,page 5,paragraph 0068 and 0070). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to have modified Ono et al. wherein Ono et al. method is 
applied to detecting a V.8 CM signal subsequent to expiration of the ANS or ANSam 
signals and transitioning the original gateway to the V.34 facsimile relay processing 
mode of operation. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the applicant's invention to modify Ono et al. by the teaching of Garakani et al. in 
order to transition to a facsimile relay processing mode of operation. 
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1 3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ono et al. 
US 2002/01 14017 in view of Olafsson et al. US 6768791 . 

4. Ono et al. discloses discriminating voice, data, and facsimile calls communicated 
through a voice-over-packet network, comprising the steps of: identifying any one of an 
answer signal (ANS), a modified answer signal (ANSam), a V.8bis Cre/Mre tone or V.21 
flags communicated between an answering modem and an originating modem, using an 
answering-side gateway that is capable of identifying each of said ANS signal, said 
ANSam signal, said V.8bis Cre/Mre tone, and said V.21 flags with said answering-side 
gateway, converting said identified ANS signal, ANSam signal, V.8bis Cre/Mre tone or 
V.21 flags to a format that may be conveyed over said packet network to said 
originating modem via an originating-side gateway (page 8, paragraphs 0098 - 0104). 

5. Ono et al. fails to disclose suppressing a voice path to said packet network, using 
said answering gateway, when said V.8bis Cre/Mre tone is identified; determining when 
said V.8bis Cre/Mre tone communication between said answering modem and said 
originating modem terminates; re-establishing said voice path when said V.8bis Cre/Mre 
tone terminates; suppressing said voice path to said packet network, using said 
answering gateway, when said ANS signal or said ANSam signal is detected; 
transitioning said answering gateway to a G.71 1 pass-through mode of operation when 
said ANS signal or said ANSam signal is detected; transitioning said answering gateway 
to an LLMR processing mode of operation when said LLMR indication is received from 
the originating-side gateway; transitioning said answering gateway to a V.34 facsimile 
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processing mode of operation when said V.34 facsimile relay indication is received from 
the originating-side gateway; re-establishing said voice path to said packet network, 
using said answering gateway, when a termination of the communication of either of 
said ANS or ANSam signals occurs and after executing the steps of claim 1 1 , 
transitioning said answering gateway to a facsimile relay processing mode of operation 
when said V.21 flags are identified. 

6. Olafsson et al. discloses suppressing a voice path to said packet network, using 
said answering gateway, when said V.8bis Cre/Mre tone is identified; determining when 
said V.8bis Cre/Mre tone communication between said answering modem and said 
originating modem terminates; re-establishing said voice path when said V.8bis Cre/Mre 
tone terminates; suppressing said voice path to said packet network, using said 
answering gateway, when said ANS signal or said ANSam signal is detected; 
transitioning said answering gateway to a G.71 1 pass-through mode of operation when 
said ANS signal or said ANSam signal is detected; transitioning said answering gateway 
to an LLMR processing mode of operation when said LLMR indication is received from 
the originating-side gateway; transitioning said answering gateway to a V.34 facsimile 
processing mode of operation when said V.34 facsimile relay indication is received from 
the originating-side gateway; re-establishing said voice path to said packet network, 
using said answering gateway, when a termination of the communication of either of 
said ANS or ANSam signals occurs and after executing the steps of claim 1 1 , 
transitioning said answering gateway to a facsimile relay processing mode of operation 
when said V.21 flags are identified (column 1 1 .lines 48-67 and column 14,lines 20-40). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to have modified Ono et al. wherein Ono et al. method is 
applied to identifying each of said ANS signal, said ANSam signal, said V.8bis Cre/Mre 
tone, and said V.21 flags. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the applicant's invention to modify Ono et al. by the teaching of Garakani 
et al. in order to properly process a signal according to the type of signal that is 
detected. 



Conclusion 



1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Burleson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7460. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571 -272-7437. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Burleson 



Patent Examiner 
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